
6 

 

English (4/7/14) 
1. The Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant, abbreviated as ISIL or ISIS, is a group 

active in Iraq and Syria. It was established in the early years of the Iraq War, and 

pledged allegiance to al-Qaeda in 2004, becoming known as "al-Qaeda in Iraq". The 

group was composed of and supported by a variety of insurgent groups, including its 

predecessor organisation, the Mujahideen Shura Council, Al-Qaeda, Jaysh al-

Fatiheen, Jund al-Sahaba, Katbiyan Ansar Al-Tawhid wal Sunnah, Jeish al-Taiifa 

al-Mansoura, etc., and other clans whose population is of Sunni faith. It aimed to 

establish a caliphate in the Sunni majority populated regions of Iraq, later 

expanding this to include Syria. In February 2014, after an 8-month-long power 

struggle, al-Qaeda cut off all ties to ISIL. 

2. At the height of the Iraq War, it claimed a significant presence in the Iraqi provinces 

of Al Anbar, Ninawa, Kirkuk, and most of Salah ad Din, and parts of Babil, Diyala, 

and Baghdad. It claimed Baqubah as its capital. During the ongoing Syrian Civil 

War, the group has a large presence in the Syrian governorates of Ar-Raqqa, Idlib 

and Aleppo. 

3. Although unverified, the Islamic State is thought to be responsible for the deaths of 

thousands of Iraqi and Syrian civilians, as well as members of the Iraqi government 

and its international allies. Despite significant setbacks to the group during the 

latter stages of the Iraq War, by late 2012 the group was thought to have renewed 

its strength and more than doubled its number of members to about 2,500. 

4. A letter and later an audio recording by Ayman al-Zawahiri, the leader of al-Qaeda, 

was leaked to Al Jazeera in 2013, disbanding the Syrian faction of the Islamic State. 

However the group's leader, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi has made it clear that he 

differed with this ruling on the basis of Islamic jurisprudence, and the group has 

since continued to operate in Syria. Starting in April 2013, the group made rapid 

military gains to control large parts of Northern Syria, where the Syrian 

Observatory for Human Rights described them as "the strongest group". 

  


