
Filibuster (Spanish-language Wikipedia) 

 

Filibustero (in French flibustier, in English freebooter, in Dutch vrijbuiter, "freebooter," as 

in one that frees booty, could also come from the English “fly-boat,” a kind of fast sailboat) was 

the name given to a kind of pirate in the 17th century, active in the Caribbean Sea. The 

characteristic that made these different from other pirates was that filibusters did not leave sight 

of land, but skirted the coast and plundered coastal towns. 

The last important triumph of the filibusters recorded was the capture of Cartagena de 

Indias (Cartagena, Columbia) in 1697, with the help of a fleet of French corsairs. After that, their 

numbers dropped swiftly to zero. 

  



Filibuster (French-language Wikipedia) 

 

Filibusters were evasive adventurers who, in the 16th and 17th centuries, roved the 

coasts and devastated Spanish possessions in the Americas. With the end of piracy in the 

Caribbean, the term fell out of use in the 1700s and was resurrected in the 1800s to designate 

American citizens fomenting insurrections in Latin America. 

The word itself comes from the older English word “Flibutor,” a derivation of the Dutch 

vrijbuiter (“freebooter,” as in one that liberates booty). Some cite the origin of the word from the 

flibot (a kind of small sailing ship), and others prefer freebooter, tracing their practices to the 

traditions of mercenary soldiers in Europe. 

The word entered French in the mid-1600s from the Dutch, which designated the term 

for “a corsair of the American islands.” From the 1700s onwards, the term evolved to mean any 

dishonest man or crook. 

The Golden Age of the Filibuster occurred before the 1680s, at which point the French 

and English empires decided to disperse them. Those filibusters left the Caribbean for the 

coasts of Africa or the Pacific Ocean, where they settled in the Galapagos and in the Juan 

Fernandez archipelago. However, in 1697 the French governor of Santo Domingo united nearly 

a thousand former filibusters for an invasion of Cartagena (now in Columbia). Disagreement 

about the split of the booty led to the recovery of the city by the filibusters by themselves… but 

Louis XIV obtained a treaty of peace with the Spanish, ended the war, and had the filibusters 

disarmed or driven out of the city. 

The term filibuster was eventually given to adventurers (including Frenchman like 

Gaston de Raousset-Boulbon), primarily American citizens who, like William Walker, tried to 

play some political role in Mexico and Central America in the 1800s, to the detriment of the 

existing governments. 

  



German-language Wikipedia 

 

The Filibusters (or Flibustier, “freebooter”) were those who, in the 17th century to the 

early 1700s, acted on behalf of France in the Caribbean. These persons were called by the 

English at that time “buccaneers.” Captains distinguished them from pirates because they 

considered that these filibusters were assigned to these acts of violence by their government. 

Some famous filibusters include Michel d’Artigue, Sieur de Bournano, Pierre Bart, Jean du 

Casse, Alexandre Exquemelin, Laurens de Graff, Pierre le Grand, Sieur de Grammont, Jean-

David Nau, and Francois le Sage. 

 

The word Filibuster in English was indirectly derived from the Spanish word filibustero. 

This is now used to describe a particular parliamentary tactic in the United States. 

  



Bulgarian-language Wikipedia 

 

Filibusters (Spanish: Filibusteros) were people conducting military operations against a 

particular state, even though their native country was not at war with that state. The term is 

widely spread throughout the 1600s to refer to pirates. In the 1800s, however, it was used to 

refer to European and American volunteers who fought for independence in the region of Latin 

America. 

The term filibuster, made popular in 17th century Spanish, came from the Dutch frijbuiter, 

meaning free-booting. These earlier filibusters were pirates of English, Dutch, and French origin, 

all attacking the Spaniards and their possessions in the Americas until a peace was declared. 

Filibusters differed from pirates in that they specialized in looting coastal settlements, as 

opposed to other ships. The most famous campaign was the 1697 invasion of Cartagena (now 

in Colombia). The term also applied to some 18th century pirates. 

In the 1800s, the term revived again for the so-called adventuring volunteers for fought 

against Spain in Spanish possessions in the New World or participated in Civil Wars in Latin 

America along the coasts of the Caribbean Sea. Typically they tried to take personal control 

over certain territories or countries—rather than taking these lands for their native countries. For 

example, the case of the Scotsman Gregor MacGregor (1786-1845), who took part in the wars 

of liberation in Venezuela and Colombia. 

  



English-language Wikipedia: 

The English term "filibuster" derives from the Spanish filibustero, itself deriving originally 

from the Dutch vrijbuiter, "privateer, pirate, robber" (also the root of English "freebooter"). The 

Spanish form entered the English language in the 1850s, as applied to military adventurers from 

the United States then operating in Central America and the Spanish West Indies. 

The Spanish term was first applied to persons raiding Spanish colonies and ships in the 

West Indies, the most famous of whom was Sir Francis Drake with his 1573 raid on Nombre de 

Dios. With the end of the era of Caribbean piracy in the early 18th century "filibuster" fell out of 

general currency. 

The term was revived in the mid-19th century to describe the actions of adventurers who 

tried to take control of various Caribbean, Mexican, and Central-American territories by force of 

arms. In Sonora, there were the French Marquis Charles de Pindray and Count Gaston de 

Raousset-Boulbon and the Americans Joseph C. Morehead and Henry Alexander Crabb. The 

three most prominent filibusters of that era were Narciso López and John Quitman in Cuba and 

William Walker in Baja California, Sonora, and lastly Nicaragua. The term returned to American 

parlance to refer to López' 1851 Cuban expeditions. 

Several Americans were involved in freelance military schemes, including William Blount 

(West Florida), Augustus W. Magee (Texas), George Mathews (East Florida), George Rogers 

Clark (Louisiana and Mississippi), William S. Smith (Venezuela), Ira Allen (Canada), William 

Walker (Mexico and Nicaragua), William A. Chanler (Cuba and Venezuela) and James Long 

(Texas). Gregor MacGregor was a Scottish filibuster in Florida, Central and South America. 

Noted Southern partisan and Golden Knight George Fitzhugh best articulated the 

ideological base for what has become known as “filibustering” or “filibusterism” when he wrote a 

diatribe in De Bow’s Review in December 1858. […] William Walked echoed Mr. Fitzhugh’s 

sentiments much more succinctly: 

"That which you ignorantly call 'filibusterism' is not the offspring of hasty passion or ill-

regulated desire; it is the fruit of the sure, unerring instincts which act in accordance with laws 

as old as creation. They are but drivellers [i.e., fools] who speak of fixed relations between the 

pure white American race, as it exists in the United States, and the mixed Hispano-Indian race, 

as it exists in Mexico and Central America, without employment of force. The history of the 

world presents no such utopian vision as that of an inferior race yielding meekly and peacefully 

to the controlling influence of a superior people." 


