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English (4/11/18) 
1. The Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL), also known as the Islamic 

State of Iraq and Syria or Islamic State of Iraq and al-Sham (ISIS), Islamic 

State (IS) and by its Arabic language acronym Daesh, is a Salafi jihadist 

terrorist organisation and former unrecognised proto-state that follows a 

fundamentalist, Wahhabi, and heterodox doctrine of Sunni Islam. ISIL 

gained global prominence in early 2014 when it drove Iraqi government 

forces out of key cities in its Western Iraq offensive, followed by its capture of 

Mosul and the Sinjar massacre. 

2. The group has been designated a terrorist organisation by the United 

Nations and many individual countries. ISIL is widely known for its videos of 

beheadings and other types of executions of both soldiers and civilians, 

including journalists and aid workers, and its destruction of cultural heritage 

sites. The United Nations holds ISIL responsible for human rights abuses 

and war crimes. ISIL also committed ethnic cleansing on an historic scale in 

northern Iraq. 

3. ISIL originated as Jama'at al-Tawhid wal-Jihad in 1999, which pledged 

allegiance to al-Qaeda and participated in the Iraqi insurgency following the 

2003 invasion of Iraq by Western forces. The group proclaimed itself a 

worldwide caliphate and began referring to itself as the Islamic State or IS in 

June 2014. As a caliphate, it claims religious, political and military authority 

over all Muslims worldwide. Its adoption of the name Islamic State and its 

idea of a caliphate have been widely criticised, with the United Nations, 

various governments and mainstream Muslim groups rejecting its statehood. 

4. In Syria, the group conducted ground attacks on both government forces and 

opposition factions and by December 2015 it held a large area in western Iraq 

and eastern Syria, containing an estimated 2.8 to 8 million people, where it 

enforced its heterodox interpretation of sharia law. ISIL is believed to be 

operational in 18 countries across the world, including Afghanistan and 

Pakistan, with "aspiring branches" in Mali, Egypt, Somalia, Bangladesh, 

Indonesia and the Philippines. In 2015, ISIL was estimated to have an 

annual budget of more than US$1 billion and a force of more than 30,000 

fighters. 

5. In July 2017, the group lost control of its largest city, Mosul, to the Iraqi 

army. Following this major defeat, ISIL continued to lose territory to the 

various states and other military forces allied against it, until it controlled no 

meaningful territory by November 2017. U.S. military officials and 

simultaneous military analyses reported in December 2017 that the group 

retained a mere 2 percent of the territory they had previously held. On 10 

December 2017, Iraq's Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi said that Iraqi forces 

had driven the last remnants of Islamic State from the country, three years 

after the militant group captured about a third of Iraq's territory. 
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English (4/11/17) 
1. The Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL), also known as the Islamic 

State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS), Islamic State, and by its Arabic language 

acronym Daesh, is a Salafi jihadist unrecognised proto-state and militant 

group that follows a fundamentalist, Wahhabi doctrine of Sunni Islam. ISIL 

gained global prominence in early 2014 when it drove Iraqi government 

forces out of key cities in its Western Iraq offensive, followed by its capture of 

Mosul and the Sinjar massacre. 

2. This group has been designated a terrorist organisation by the United 

Nations and many individual countries. ISIL is widely known for its videos of 

beheadings of both soldiers and civilians, including journalists and aid 

workers, and its destruction of cultural heritage sites. The United Nations 

holds ISIL responsible for human rights abuses and war crimes, and 

Amnesty International has charged the group with ethnic cleansing on a 

"historic scale" in northern Iraq. 

3. ISIL originated as Jama'at al-Tawhid wal-Jihad in 1999, which pledged 

allegiance to al-Qaeda and participated in the Iraqi insurgency following the 

2003 invasion of Iraq by Western forces. The group proclaimed itself a 

worldwide caliphate and began referring to itself as Islamic or IS in June 

2014. As a caliphate, it claims religious, political, and military authority over 

all Muslims worldwide. Its adoption of the name Islamic State and its idea of 

a caliphate have been widely criticised, with the United Nations, various 

governments, and mainstream Muslim groups rejecting its statehood. 

4. In Syria, the group conducted ground attacks on both government forces and 

opposition factions, and by December 2015 it held a large area in western 

Iraq and eastern Syria containing an estimated 2.8 to 8 million people, where 

it enforced its interpretation of sharia law. ISIL is now believed to be 

operational in 18 countries across the world, including Afghanistan and 

Pakistan, with "aspiring branches" in Mali, Egypt, Somalia, Bangladesh, 

Indonesia, and the Philippines. As of 2015, ISIL is estimated to have an 

annual budget of more than USD$1 billion and a force of more than 30,000 

fighters. 
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English (4/11/15) 
1. The Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL), also known as Islamic State 

of Iraq and Syria or Islamic State of Iraq and ash-Sham (ISIS) or Islamic 

State, is an Islamic extremist rebel group controlling territory in at least four 

countries, including Syria, Iraq, Libya, and Nigeria, with operations or 

affiliates in Lebanon, Egypt, and other areas of the Middle East, North and 

West Africa, South, and Southeast Asia. The group is known in Arabic as ad-

Dawlah al-Islāmiyah fīl-ʿIrāq wash-Shām, leading to the acronym Da'ish or 

DAESH. On 29 June 2014, the group proclaimed itself to be a worldwide 

caliphate, with Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi being named its caliph, and renamed 

itself Islamic State. The new name and the idea of a caliphate has been 

widely criticised and condemned, with the UN, various governments and 

mainstream Muslim groups refusing to acknowledge it. As caliphate, it 

claims religious, political and military authority over all Muslims worldwide 

and that "the legality of all emirates, groups, states, and organisations, 

becomes null by the expansion of the khilāfah's [caliphate's] authority and 

arrival of its troops to their areas". Many Islamic and non-Islamic 

communities judge the group unrepresentative of Islam. 

2. The United Nations has held ISIL responsible for human rights abuses and 

war crimes, and Amnesty International has reported ethnic cleansing by the 

group on a "historic scale". The group has been designated as a terrorist 

organisation by the United Nations, the European Union, the United 

Kingdom, the United States, Australia, Canada, Indonesia, Malaysia, 

Turkey, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Syria, Egypt, India, and 

Russia. Over 60 countries are directly or indirectly waging war against ISIL. 

3. The group originated as Jama'at al-Tawhid wal-Jihad in 1999, which was 

renamed Tanzim Qaidat al-Jihad fi Bilad al-Rafidayn—commonly known as 

al-Qaeda in Iraq (AQI)—when the group pledged allegiance to al-Qaeda in 

2004. As Jama'at and later AQI, beginning in August 2003, the group 

participated in the Iraqi insurgency, which had followed the March 2003 

invasion of Iraq. In January 2006, it joined other Sunni insurgent groups to 

form the Mujahideen Shura Council, which in October 2006 proclaimed the 

formation of the Islamic State of Iraq (ISI). ISI gained a significant presence 

in the governorates of Al Anbar, Diyala and Baghdad. 

4. Under the leadership of al-Baghdadi, ISI sent delegates into Syria in August 

2011 after the Syrian Civil War had begun in March 2011. This group named 

itself Jabhat an-Nuṣrah li-Ahli ash-Shām or al-Nusra Front, and established 

a large presence in Sunni-majority areas of Syria within the governorates of 

Ar-Raqqah, Idlib, Deir ez-Zor and Aleppo. In April 2013, al-Baghdadi 

announced the merger of his ISI with al-Nusra Front, and announced that 

the name of the reunited group was now the Islamic State of Iraq and the 

Levant (ISIL). However, both Abu Mohammad al-Julani and Ayman al-

Zawahiri, the leaders of al-Nusra and al-Qaeda respectively, rejected the 

merger. After an eight-month power struggle, al-Qaeda cut all ties with ISIL 
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on 3 February 2014, citing its failure to consult and "notorious 

intransigence". 

5. ISIL is known for its well-funded web and social media propaganda, which 

includes Internet videos of the beheadings of soldiers, civilians, journalists 

and aid workers, as well as the deliberate destruction of cultural heritage 

sites. 

6. The group gained notoriety after it drove the Iraqi government forces out of 

key western cities in Iraq. In Syria, it conducted ground attacks against both 

government forces and rebel factions in the Syrian Civil War. It gained those 

territories after an offensive, initiated in early 2014, which senior US 

military commanders and members of the US House Committee on Foreign 

Affairs saw as a re-emergence of Sunni insurgents and al-Qaeda militants. 

This territorial loss implied a failure of US foreign policy, and almost caused 

a collapse of the Iraqi government that prompted renewal of US military 

action in Iraq. 
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English (4/7/14) 
1. The Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant, abbreviated as ISIL or ISIS, is a group 

active in Iraq and Syria. It was established in the early years of the Iraq War, and 

pledged allegiance to al-Qaeda in 2004, becoming known as "al-Qaeda in Iraq". The 

group was composed of and supported by a variety of insurgent groups, including its 

predecessor organisation, the Mujahideen Shura Council, Al-Qaeda, Jaysh al-

Fatiheen, Jund al-Sahaba, Katbiyan Ansar Al-Tawhid wal Sunnah, Jeish al-Taiifa 

al-Mansoura, etc., and other clans whose population is of Sunni faith. It aimed to 

establish a caliphate in the Sunni majority populated regions of Iraq, later 

expanding this to include Syria. In February 2014, after an 8-month-long power 

struggle, al-Qaeda cut off all ties to ISIL. 

2. At the height of the Iraq War, it claimed a significant presence in the Iraqi provinces 

of Al Anbar, Ninawa, Kirkuk, and most of Salah ad Din, and parts of Babil, Diyala, 

and Baghdad. It claimed Baqubah as its capital. During the ongoing Syrian Civil 

War, the group has a large presence in the Syrian governorates of Ar-Raqqa, Idlib 

and Aleppo. 

3. Although unverified, the Islamic State is thought to be responsible for the deaths of 

thousands of Iraqi and Syrian civilians, as well as members of the Iraqi government 

and its international allies. Despite significant setbacks to the group during the 

latter stages of the Iraq War, by late 2012 the group was thought to have renewed 

its strength and more than doubled its number of members to about 2,500. 

4. A letter and later an audio recording by Ayman al-Zawahiri, the leader of al-Qaeda, 

was leaked to Al Jazeera in 2013, disbanding the Syrian faction of the Islamic State. 

However the group's leader, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi has made it clear that he 

differed with this ruling on the basis of Islamic jurisprudence, and the group has 

since continued to operate in Syria. Starting in April 2013, the group made rapid 

military gains to control large parts of Northern Syria, where the Syrian 

Observatory for Human Rights described them as "the strongest group". 
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English (6/2/12) 
1. The Islamic State of Iraq ISI, is an umbrella organization of a number Iraqi 

insurgency groups established on October 15 2006. The group is composed of 

and supported by a variety of insurgency groups, including its predecessor, 

the Mujahideen Shura Council, Al-Qaeda, Jeish al-Fatiheen, Jund al-Sahaba, 

Katbiyan Ansar Al-Tawhid wal Sunnah, Jeish al-Taiifa al-Mansoura, etc, and 

other clans whose population is of Sunni faith. It aims to establish a 

caliphate in the Sunni dominated regions of Iraq. 

2. It claims a presence in the governorates of Baghdad, Al Anbar, Diyala, 

Kirkuk, Salah ad Din, Ninawa, and parts of Babil and Wasit, etc. It initially 

claimed Baqubah as its capital. 
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English (4/11/10) 
1. The Islamic State of Iraq is an umbrella organization of a number of Iraqi 

insurgent groups established on October 15, 2006 "to protect the Iraqi people 

from United States attacks and defend Islam, by the Milf al-Mutayyibin" 

This group was formed by the insurgent groups just before the proclamation 

of the State. 

2. The group is composed of and supported by a variety of insurgency groups, 

including its predecessor, the Mujahideen Shura Council, Al-Qaeda in Iraq, 

Jeish al-Fatiheen, Jund al-Sahaba, Katbiyan Ansar Al-Tawhid wal Sunnah, 

Jeish al-Taiifa al-Mansoura, etc, and other clans whose population is of Sunni 

faith. It aims to establish a caliphate in the Sunni dominated regions of Iraq. 

3. It claims a presence in the governorates of Baghdad, Al Anbar, Diyala, 

Kirkuk, Salah ad Din, Ninawa, and parts of Babil and Wasit, etc. It initially 

claimed Baqubah as its capital. 
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English (4/26/08) 
1. The Islamic State of Iraq is an umbrella organization of a number of Iraqi 

insurgent groups established on October 15, 2006 "to protect the Sunni Iraqi 

people and defend Islam, by the Khalf al-Mutayibeen". It appears that Khalf 

al-Mutayibeen refers to the alliance of insurgent groups, and Dawlat al-'Iraq 

al-Islamiyya to the state it claims to govern. 

2. The group is composed of and supported by a variety of insurgency groups, 

including its predecessor, the Mujahideen Shura Council, Al-Qaeda in Iraq, 

Jeish al-Fatiheen, Jund al-Sahaba, Katbiyan Ansar Al-Tawhid wal Sunnah, 

Jeish al-Taiifa al-Mansoura, etc, and some Sunni clans. It aims to establish a 

caliphate in the Sunni Arab dominated regions of Iraq. 

3. It claims a presence in the governorates of Baghdad, Al Anbar, Diyala, 

Kirkuk, Salah ad Din, Ninawa, and parts of Babil and Wasit, etc. It initially 

claimed Baqubah as its capital. 
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English (4/14/07) 
1. The Islamic State of Iraq is an Islamist umbrella organization established in 

2006 "to protect the Sunni Iraqi people and defend Islam, by the Pact of the 

Scented People". It is composed of a variety of insurgency groups, including 

the Mujahideen Shura Council in Iraq, Conquering Army (Jeish al-Fatiheen), 

Army Squad of the Prophet Muhammad (Jund al-Sahaba), Brigades of Al-

Tawhid Wal Sunnah, and Sunni tribes. It claims a presence in the 

governorates of Baghdad, Anbar, Diyala, Kirkuk, Salah al-Din, Ninawa, and 

parts of Babel and Wasit, and is headed by the Emir of the Believers, Abu 

Omar al-Baghdadi. It aims to establish a caliphate from the Sunni Arab 

dominated regions of Iraq. The Islamic state of Iraq and its allies possess de 

facto control over the Anbar and Diyala governates forming the majority of 

its local governments. 
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English (1/24/07) 
(First appearance on Wikipedia) 

1. The Islamic State of Iraq was established in 2006 "to protect the Sunni Iraqi 

people and defend Islam, by the Pact of the Scented People". It is composed of 

a variety of insurgency groups, including the Mujahideen Shura Council in 

Iraq, Conquering Army (Jeish al-Fatiheen), Army Squad of the Prophet 

Muhammad (Jund al-Sahaba), Brigades of al-Tawhid Wal Sunnah, and 

Sunni tribes. It claims a presence in the governorates of Baghdad, Anbar, 

Diyala, Kirkuk, Salah al-Din, Ninawa, and parts of Babel and Wasit, and is 

headed by the Emir of the Believers, Abu Omar al-Baghdadi. 


